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Background 
In 2006, the Missouri Racquetball Association established the Mike Pohlman Memorial Classic 
Racquetball Tournament to honor Mike Pohlman -- a champion on and off the racquetball court -- who 
passed away in 2006.  The tournament will be held annually in September and its proceeds will be put 
into the Mike Pohlman Memorial Fund.  The Fund will provide two $1,000.00 college scholarships 
annually to players in the Missouri High School Racquetball Association League (1 for a Senior Boy and 1 
for a Senior Girl).  The tournament and the scholarships will help keep the memory of Mike Pohlman 
alive.   
 

Mike was an avid Open-level racquetball player and friend to many in the Missouri/Illinois racquetball 
family.  He died unexpectedly of a heart attack while on a bike ride in May, 2006 at the age of 48.  
Everyone who knew Mike or watched him play was impressed with his spirit for life and the 
sportsmanship and effort he displayed playing racquetball.  He always encouraged a healthy lifestyle and 
took several young athletes under his wing over the years both on the court and in his profession of 
physcial therapy.  He was a role model to all and will never be forgotten.  Mike’s memory will live on 
through these scholarships as they will serve as a means for Mike to continue showing his support for the 
game of racquetball and the young players who participate.   

Eligibility 
Each applicant must be a MOHSRA (Missouri High School Racquetball Association) League 
member and a current high school senior.  

Selection Criteria 
These undergraduate scholarships will be awarded to the students most qualified according to 
academic performance, participation in extracurricular activities, and involvement in racquetball. 
Measures of these traits include the cumulative grade point average, leadership roles in extracurricular 
activities, and level of participation/performance, as well as sportsmanship, on his/her racquetball team. 
The scholarships will be presented to the most well rounded applicants.  Recipients will be selected by a 
panel of Mike Pohlman’s friends and will be announced at the 2010 MOHSRA League Banquet Thursday, 
April 8, 2010 at DeSmet High School.   

Application Process 
Applicants should prepare a title page and a two-page essay summary of their academic interests and 
achievements, extracurricular interests, racquetball accomplishments, and career goals as they relate to 
the above selection criteria. Summaries must be limited to two pages. The application must include the 
following: applicant’s full name, current mailing address, name of high school attending, email address, a 
phone number at which he/she may be easily reached, high school cumulative grade point average, and 
the name of the College he/she plans to attend or a list of colleges being considered.  The application 
may also include up to three letters of reference (preferably from school faculty, coaches, and/or 
employers).  ALL REQUIRED INFORMATION MUST BE SENT IN ONE PACKAGE. 

Deadline 
All applications and supportive materials must be received by TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 2010.  

 

Mail or Deliver 
applications to: 

 
Dan Whitley 

Vetta Sports Concord 
Attn: Mike Pohlman 

Scholarship 
12320 Old Tesson Road 

St. Louis, MO 63128 

QUESTIONS?  
 

Contact: 
 

Dan Whitley 
314-842-3111 ext. 3 
dwhitley@vettasports.com 

 

 

 

 

 


